Chairman’s Report   2010 /2011
This is my first annual report for the 1st Dartford Scout Group as Chairman of the Group Executive Committee.  I think I can safely say that it has been an enjoyable year for all of the children, leaders and Exec. We’ve all had fun, experienced new things and run a great Scout Group of which we can all be very proud. At the same time we’ve had challenges; the news of the retirement of Alan the Group Scout Leader will mean much more will have to be done by the remaining team, as he is, at least in the short term, not being replaced.
The sections of the 1st Dartford Group continue to be well supported generally. However, we are always on the look-out for new members and would ask you as parents and your children to encourage others to join. Perhaps children of friends or your children’s friends could be persuaded to attend a meeting or two. There are no obligations and once they attend, I am sure the activities will convince them to stay.
Activities this year have been plentiful. We have had lots of visits and events and the sections have had a very enjoyable time.  Some of the visits give tastes of new activities and opportunities to take new interests. The Dartford Judo Club visit was well supported and now has members from the 1st Dartford. The trip to the National Space Centre in Leicester, which included parents and their families, was an excellent way in which to get children to explore new ideas and learn in a fun and interactive environment.
Our excellent leaders deserve our thanks for giving their time so freely and doing such a superb job. It is easy to forget that they volunteer for this and I feel that we should all be very grateful for the ways in which they encourage our children to develop. The loss of Alan as GSL this year will be felt by us all. For more years than he would appreciate being remembered, he has worked tirelessly for the Group, especially helping Jackie with the Beavers on Saturdays and giving up his Thursday evenings to be Akela. As GSL he has taken care of much of the day to day running of the Group. I would like to thank him on behalf of everyone connected with the Group. He will be sorely missed by us all, but especially by the children. We would like to wish him well with his future projects.
Like the leaders, the Group Executive Committee also give up their time to support the leaders and help run the Group and assist with the activities, events and fundraising so that the members can get the most from their Scouting experience. Thank you all for your support this past year.
As a Group our fund raising events to bolster our finances have been successful, but there are times that our needs become insignificant.  At the time of the Japanese earthquake, we were taking part in a fund raising exercise at the Canada Heights cross country event. As a result of the 1st Dartford’s suggestion, all of the profits from all the stalls there were donated to Shelterbox to help the Japanese.  This reminds me that as Scouts we “Think of others before ourselves” – something we all should aspire to.
I would like to encourage parents to get as involved as they can with the Group. If they are able, they could join the Exec. A larger committee would provide more ideas and opportunities and help the Group progress. Alternatively any help or support at our events would also be greatly appreciated. Without it, activities will be few and far between. Help is always wanted. Not only will your children benefit – you might have some fun too!
Scouting and the 1st Dartford is a great organisation to be associated with. It helps the youth of today gain life experiences and become more rounded and useful citizens. Some of the skills they learn will be useful throughout their lives. With your help we can keep the 1st Dartford Scout Group strong and enjoyed by all.
David Kennard
Chairman – 1st Dartford Scout Group.

